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S H A R E  Y OU R  A R T  I N F O  

LOOK FORWARD FOR 
YOUR MONTHLY ART 
NEWS MONTHLY 
Copyright © 2025 African 
American Visual Artist Guild 
(AAVAG), All rights reserved. 
You are receiving the monthly 
Arts Forum newsletter 
because you are a member of 
the African American Visual 
Artist Guild (AAVAG).  To 
submit articles for the monthly 
newsletter, send to 
Conquero@aol.com before the 
20th date of each month. 

 

MEMB ER S H I P  M E E T I N G  

 NOVEMBER 22 
Our next membership meeting 
will be at CSUD, 2 pm to 4 pm.  
Bring in some of your artwork, 
finished or works in progress.  
Member Joslynn Harris will 
give an art related hands-on 
mini workshop for members in 
attendance, to make a book 
mark. 
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The Triumph of Nature: Art 
Nouveau from the Chrysler 
Museum of Art, October 18, 
2025–January 11, 2026, at the 
Dayton Art Institute 

The Triumph of Nature presents the 
refined, ever-popular and elegant 
curvilinear designs and nature-based 
motifs of Art Nouveau. From the rich 
holdings of the Chrysler Museum of 
Art, more than 120 turn-of-the-20th 
century treasures are included, with 
works by Tiffany, Mucha, Gallé, 
Beardsley and many others. 
Furniture, paintings, sculpture, 
mosaics, books, posters, prints, 
lamps, glass art and more highlight 
the innovative ways artists made 
harmonious visual arrangements. The 
DAI is the exclusive Ohio venue for 
this major traveling exhibition. 
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The Contemporary Dayton 
Presents Xaviera Simmons, and 
her newest works premiere in 
Dayton on Nov. 15. 
Xaviera Simmons is an American 
contemporary artist. She works in 
photography, performance, painting, 
video, sound art, sculpture, and 
installation. Considered a public 
intellectual, she is known for works 
which span formal artistic practices 
as well as conceptual and political 
landscapes.  
Friday, November 14 
5-6 p.m. Member and Donor Preview 
Open to all Cotemporary Members 
6-8 p.m. Opening Reception 
Free & open to all; remarks at 6:30 
pm 
 

 

Saturday, November 15 
 
10 am–12 pm Photowalk 
Explore downtown Dayton through your 
lens, using anything from a camera 
phone to a box camera, and anything in 
between. Join fellow artists and 
photography enthusiasts for a guided 
walk inspired by the visual language 
of Xaviera Simmons: Figure Eleven. 
Free & open to all 
 
2–4 pm Xaviera Simmons: Artist Talk & 
Discussion 
Join us for an afternoon with the artist 
herself. Introduction of the exhibition 
from curator Heather Jones and a talk 
about her newest work from Xaviera 
Simmons, followed by a discussion with 
art historian Dr. Judith Huacuja, 
professor emeritus, University of 
Dayton. 
 

 A

hyp  

 
 

TRAVELING EXPO THRU ART 

                      ENCORE 

Is now at AAVAG’s Gallery, Central 
State University Dayton branch at 840 
Germantown Street, Dayton 45402.  
The exhibit went up on November 5 
and will be there until February 31, 
2026. 

Get Your Calendars 
You can purchase calendars for years 2026 and 2027 that 
features the art that is in the Encore exhibit.  The calendars 
will be at the opening reception; each two-year calendar 
sells for $20.  The calendars will be available on our 
website also.  There will be an extra cost for shipping and 
handling. 

https://www.aavaguild.org 

 

Xaviera Simmons is a 
contemporary artist living and 
working in New York. Her work 
spans photography, 
performance, video, sound, 
sculpture and installation. 

https://mr8rtgcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001LHUl-fB5fVYKuKf_n2tSwE5e8MmGaDqnwTpCm2_hsusVdAx4ZfQBJRQNX042uDw7vHcOcBOJX-VjgZX6vQ0dyET1YhDjZbKPhHZv8PZQtxw8KY1HWofmBJhK5e0bww9aJXED802wcGuJMiZ7Pqm_ySNKi2htugXsJrFYKgllhDByAs_Qn6A-7w==&c=hII0b3gMun-xU3se_EsQBNRpR2mJO0VDK3rocee2HjnRWToqBbf4Bw==&ch=CZyDWLIevipp4UfRg1i5HG2U5SJzEcVkRmGXnS6O9ixLCKqg-OOrPg==
https://mr8rtgcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001LHUl-fB5fVYKuKf_n2tSwE5e8MmGaDqnwTpCm2_hsusVdAx4ZfQBJRQNX042uDw71k8LqXGSS70P0F3ndNP7DWW-MnduOqvrxRoHG27-j0kRY7GP4f9S1l3eFL7WxFPrqAMzZX2VU9h_xuXOKQVzao0iL5Lvl5taVeoCH--zV3AVs9Z3R3o5JWLo0-vU11ugabqvF6fjTyKE1RhXYSzj-xPSLiuQObARU2eJWaUnkY0VJbR8j-87NJNAWrFuqDfsa5RmehM9Q8eYwThAsoaFm9WkaoJMq-IUFeQ_bTJcQtoiuYPfh3qXdw==&c=hII0b3gMun-xU3se_EsQBNRpR2mJO0VDK3rocee2HjnRWToqBbf4Bw==&ch=CZyDWLIevipp4UfRg1i5HG2U5SJzEcVkRmGXnS6O9ixLCKqg-OOrPg==
https://mr8rtgcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001LHUl-fB5fVYKuKf_n2tSwE5e8MmGaDqnwTpCm2_hsusVdAx4ZfQBJRQNX042uDw71k8LqXGSS70P0F3ndNP7DWW-MnduOqvrxRoHG27-j0kRY7GP4f9S1l3eFL7WxFPrqAMzZX2VU9h_xuXOKQVzao0iL5Lvl5taVeoCH--zV3AVs9Z3R3o5JWLo0-vU11ugabqvF6fjTyKE1RhXYSzj-xPSLiuQObARU2eJWaUnkY0VJbR8j-87NJNAWrFuqDfsa5RmehM9Q8eYwThAsoaFm9WkaoJMq-IUFeQ_bTJcQtoiuYPfh3qXdw==&c=hII0b3gMun-xU3se_EsQBNRpR2mJO0VDK3rocee2HjnRWToqBbf4Bw==&ch=CZyDWLIevipp4UfRg1i5HG2U5SJzEcVkRmGXnS6O9ixLCKqg-OOrPg==
https://www.aavaguild.org/
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AAVAG SUPPORTS THE BROADER ART SCENE IN 
DAYTON, AND ART LOVERS SUPPORT US. MEMBERS 
PRESENT AT THE NOV. 16 RECEPTION CAN RECEIVE 
TICKETS TO SEE THE DAI'S SPECIAL EXHIBIT: THE 
TRIUMPH OF NATURE: ART NOUVEAU FROM THE 
CHRYSLER MUSEUM OF ART.  8 TICKETS ARE 
AVAILABLE, ASK AAVAG PRESIDENT CLIFFORD 
DARRETT FOR A TICKET OR 2.  1ST COME, 1ST 
SERVED.  CALL 937-263-9907 

 

Black Life as Subject Matter II 

Phase I 

October 5 – November 28, 2025 

EbonNia Gallery & Black Palette Gallery 

1135 West 3rd           1139 West 3rd 

Gallery Hours: Tuesday – Saturday 

11 am – 5 pm or by appointment 

For more info call: 937-223-2290 

                     

“We Helped Making America Great” By Clifford Darrett 

                       Oil Painting on stretched Canvas 
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Willis Bing Davis: I've Known Rivers presents a wide-ranging selection of Davis’s 
mixed media works, photographs, ceramics, paintings, and installation. His practice is 
informed both by his international travels-beginning with formative visits to Ghana 
and Senegal in 1973-and by his deep-rooted pride in his Dayton, Ohio community. 
Drawing from African art and the urban African-American experience of 
the Midwest, Davis’s abstract works are anchored in social commentary on Black life in 
the United States. 

 
Shaped by the civil rights activism of the 1950s and 60s, Davis affirms that social 
commentary in art is a first step toward "speaking toward a universal condition." 
Davis mines from a felt collective past and 
disrupts linear notions of time, making his own subjectivity fundamental. His work tests 
the limits of myth making by engaging Yoruba and life cosmologies, global Christianity, 
and Afro-syncretic practices such as Santeria, weaving them all into a shared 
framework for his own liberatory aims and critiques. 

 
Bing Davis is an Afro-futurist who envisions new possibilities for social liberation and 
empowered futures for Black communities. Yet he also insists on the power of the 
present. Through experimentation, observation, and spiritual resonance, he creates 
tangible, sensory experiences that call us toward renewal, grounding, and healing. 
 
                                                                                                 ……………. Horace Dozier 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Willis “Bing” Davis: I’ve Known Rivers | Peeler Art 
Center, Sept 2–Dec 7, 2025 – DePauw University 
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Call for Artists: Art of Soul! 2026 

Presented by the National Afro-American Museum and Cultural Center (NAAMCC) 

Get ready for the 11th biennial National Juried Art Show—Art of Soul! 2026—a powerful celebration 
of history, creativity, culture, and community! This year’s theme, “America 250: Our Story,” invites 
artists from across the United States to reflect on the nation’s journey through the lens of the 
African diaspora and African American history, culture, and experience. Whether your work speaks 
to resilience, heritage, identity, or vision for the future, we want to see your story. 

Who Can Submit? 

Artists nationwide are encouraged to submit original works that explore and elevate the African 
American narrative within the theme of America 250: Our Story. 

Art Selection Process 

A distinguished panel of jurors will carefully review all submissions to curate a powerful and 
inspiring show. 

Why Should I Enter? 

You get the opportunity to connect with artists from all over America. Selected works will be 
featured in a prestigious exhibition at NAAMCC in Wilberforce, Ohio. You also have the chance to 
win a cash prize. All selected artists will be honored during the Opening Reception and Awards 
Ceremony on Saturday, October 24, 2026. 

https://www.ohiohistory.org/naamccs-art-of-soul-2026-call-for-art/ 

https://www.mgparish.org/call-for-artists
https://www.ohiohistory.org/naamccs-art-of-soul-2026-call-for-art/
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